4 Open Road

Installing aFHyin Miata F

by ChrisJ. Poglitsh

Thisreview brought to you by Col eman space heaters, Eddie Bauer thermal underwear, and great friendslike Melissa Forbesand Chuck
WilIs, for without these things, I'd still be freezin’ my fr az4 e off with no one to co-mi sserate with! Happy Motoring!
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| recently put inanew OEM dutch and Flyin’ MiataFidanza 9lb flywheel inmy Miaa There are plenty of artideson miatanet
on how to do this. Here are someimportant notesthat theartices didn't tak about:

MOST IMPORTANT. Nooneon thenet told methe4 wireson top of the transmission, even when unplugged, might
get caught up. As| wasbench-pressing thetransmission off theengineand ontotheground, | brok etwo of these, and
it slowed me down making an extension harness for it. Que Pdigro misAmigod
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Dear Mr. Gates!

struggl es withhis computer (February Open
Road) and sent this photo and message:

on athree day weekend. They took off with
the sun shining and top down. Three days
and 1,350 miles later they returned home
with the top still down. ZOOM-ZOOM!!

Off the ground. If you're doing this in your garage, sans lift and power
tools, put the car far enough off the ground so tha you can roll around
underneath. For me thiswas about 25”.

2 Liter bottles. Get an empty, put the cgp back on, it's now a heedrest for
when you're on your back, looking a abel housing and wondering what
possessed you to do thisin thefirst place. Thistrick will save neck musce
strain.

Rust Eater. Ask for it by name. | took my entire exhaust system off. |
understand one need not remove the header, but | did so anyway, If these
bolts are rusted to beat the band, buy acan of Rust Eaer; it'll make your
world a much happier place.

Liquid Wrench. Seeabove

Light. 1 owno nehdogen 500 watt, and borrowed another from Chuck.
Thisisan absolute necessity, don’'t work in the dark.

Heat. Don't be miserable the job istough enough by hand. Borrow/rent/
buy portable heaters if your spaceisn’t heated. It's essier to attract hep if
youtdl them it'saheated garage.

L atex exam gloves, They're worth theprice. No one wantsto shake or kiss
hands that have grease and oil on them. Keeps your finger nails dean. No
onewantsto get handed an open can of beer when you just popped the top
with agrimy fingernail.

Cursing Fortunady Mdissadidn't mind it, and was actudly amused by
themanner inwhich | usedit. A good exampleof usinmy 10’ X 20’ garage
would be“This!@#%#% Bolt, Sonof a! @#$"#$ the! @#$%"$ thing won't
come off. Uh, pardon me my dear, would you be so kind asto passme the
driver and 17mmsocket? Thank you. Now you, you on of abastages Mather,
I'll get you, you !@#$"%$". Point is, if you have it in you to cuss, don’t
invite your pastor to hep youwith thisjob.

Steveand Cathy Asay read of Chuck’'s

Sir,
ThisisaM-I-A-T-A.
Eat your heart out!

Thepicturewastaken inthe Smokeys

I work on my car because | digit. 'ma
DIY tinkerer kind of guy, who takes serious
prideand joy in knowing tha if the car bresks,
| brokeit. It makes me feel capable and | get
thebragging rights. Sometimes, when | work
onmy car, it isby theGrace of God and some
luck that | don’t foul things up pretty good.
On this paticular job, | worked on it a& my
leisure; | did it after work when | fdt likeit,
and on the weekends, when | fdt like it. It
took me5 weeksto finishthisjob.

On the other hand, AIM, nestled in
gasoline dley, has alift. They have 2 lifts.
Your car will be donein I’'m guessing three
days at the max. | have asecond car, if you
don’'t have a second car, it's worth it to pay
someone to do thisfor you.

How doesitfed ? Theenginefed sfreer,
the car accderates much quicker, and with
theblower on it, it'sgonnago likea scolded
dog out the back door. For methere havebeen
no downsides. Thecar idles asif theflywheel
were stock, | have not stalled it even once,
and heel-toe downshifting has been even
essier than it was before. | highly recommend
thismod. Pricey, but wel worthit.




