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Spring Cleaning Time

Just like your house, it's time to get ready for the car’s spring deaning.
Even thought it's getting warmer, it's probably not going to get warm enough
during April to get a coat of wax onthe car, dthough | would really liketo. On
theother hand, it will bea good month to do someof theredly and thingsthat
we probably won't taketimeto do during thesummer. Summer isfor driving as
much as we can. Here’s alig of things tha will keep you busy for a couple of
hours or a compl ete afternoon.

Cleaning the Engine Compartment —thisis something | was pretty much
forced to do last summer, since theprevious owner of thecar had it Ze barted,
and there was aboatload of overspray throughout the engine bay. The usud
method isto take it to the coin-op car wash and just spray it out. That canlead
to water leaks around the spark plugs if you're not careful, 9 | chose another
goproach. | used Castrol Super Clean, carefully sprayed around the engine
compartment after theengine had cooled down. | just sprayed carefully around
and then wiped it off with atowd and then did a pseudo rinsewith a wet towel
anddriedit. It turned out well and | didn’t have toworry about leaks.

Cleaning under theKickplaes—if you havereplaced your standard plastic
kickpl ates with somenifty stainless sted ones, you will nead to removethenew
plates and dean under them once in awhile Thisisagood placefor rust to get
stated. When you reinstdl the plates, you can atach them with good double
sided tape and the supplied screws. (My super anal room mate saysit’sagood
ideato dothiswith plastic door sills aso!)

Clean out theTrunk — while you sleep, gremlinsbreak in to the trunk of
your car leaved| kindsof dirt, candy wrappers, shopping bags and other detritus.
Now isagood timeto completdy empty thetrunk and givea thorough vacuum
and generd deaning. You might find the missing screwdriver and those socks
that got lost inthe dryer.

Rain-X — it's always a good time to freshen up the Ran-X on the
windshidd and theheadlights, especially with the April showers tha bring the
May flowers.

Wheel Wdls—if your car has been driven through the winter like mine
has, take it to the coin-op car wash and thoroughly dean out the wheel wels.
You will be surprised how much crud have accumulated, even with the mild
winter we have had. A good rinse gets rid of most of it, and you can help the
process dong with Castrol Super Clean.

Spark Plug Wires—if you haven' t replaced your plugswiresfor a couple
of years or more, now would be agood timeto do it. Sara has the NGK wires
and she saysthey hep abit. (Of course, shethinksadding aVoodoo shift knob
added 5hpto her car.)

Carpet and Floor Mats'—It’samazing how much stuff you can track into
thecar, evenif you're careful. If your carpet and mats seem to havedoneacolor
shift, maybeit’ stimeto think about ared carpet d eaning job. Vacuum thoroughly
and then use one of thereadily available home shampoo products.

Open Road 5

Shhh! It's
A Surprise

Chuck's Special Rally...

Due to the move of the AIM techday
event from the May cdendar, our fearless
leader has stepped up and isplanning afill-
inrdly for May. Cdled “Chuck’s Surprise
Radly” it is scheduled for May 19th. Yes, a
Sunday. Several dub members indicated
that they were unable to make Saturday
ralies dueto work and other conflicts, so
here’s achanceto rdly!

Chuck promises it won't be atoughie,
possibly aVIP tour of the city. He promises
to let usknow more details in next month’s
Open Road.

Clasgfieds

For Sale

Selling my 1999 5 speed. Our family has
grown to six and our poor Miata is not get-
ting theroad timeit deserves. Red with black
top. CD/AM/FM. PW and

AC. 16,900 miles. Excellent shape. | have
dl maintenancerecords. Always garaged and
covered. $ 15,900.

Cdl Tamera (317) 841-3106 or email:
TDElam@aol.com

For Sale

1990, 5-speed trans with 84,000 miles, make
offer

Trailer Hitch for 1990-1997, $50.00

Manual mirrors off 1990, white, $30.

Cdl DonWeiler a 317- 862-2473 or email:

dmiaa@iquest.net

You can receive updated information for I1ndy Miata club events at the club website -
http://members.aol.com/indymiata/ or you can call our Hotline number at 317-767-5234.
We rardy cancel or delay an event, but acall never hurts!



