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Hard core. In Webster's, it'sdefined as. (hard'kor') Stubbornly resistant centrd part of agroup, hed to
constitutea social problem. Now, | take exceptionto the "social problem" thing, but I've dways considered
mysdf ahard core car enthusiast. | was born with Mobilel in my veinsand my first words were"how fast does
it go?' (ss my Mom says, it's the truth!). Whether on the street or race track, | just dig fast cars. Sounds
hard core, right? Wrong.

| have come to realize tha though | may be a staunch enthusiast, | am not hard core. | havebeen forced
into a serious paradigm shift, and have to admit that there isa person that ismore hard core than me.

It'smy wife, Teresa AK A Teresa Turbo.

Now don't get mewrong, | loveMiatasand driving and thewhol e top-down auto experience, but Teresa
Turboismilitant about it!

Check these facts:

1. Toplessissues: Teresawill never drivethe Miatawiththetop up. NEVER EV ER. Weveowned theroadster
for 5yearsand she has yet totwist theignition key with aroof over her head. | drive the car with
thetop up... sometimes quite often. Shecomplansabout evenridinginthe car with thetop up. | have seen her
inthewinter timewith hat, gloves, scarf 1ooking like someWorld War | flying ace as she pulls down the street.
When | bought the hard top thiswinter | thought shewas going to disown me. Yes, | am aroadster heretic, and
sheis the purist.

2. SdewaysDriving: Whilel may hang thetail out ontheracetrack, Teresa Turbo has aknack for getting into
theboost and sliding on the street! Hey, notickets, no bent sheet metd, no injuries, so more power to her. She
likesthe turbo boost, hence thenickname TeresaTurbo (be sure to cdl her tha next time you seeher).

3. Other Drivers: True story - when confronted by a poser in acertan German sedan, TeresaTurbo liberdly
dipped into the boost and taught him alesson. There were unsubstantiated reports thet this was &t triple digit
speads et the top of 4th gear. Whenthisgirl hasan automotivepoint to drive home, you'd better just get out of
her way!

4. Whed Time If Teresadoesn't get in her required amount of roadster time, she ain't happy. And you know
theold saying, "If Momma an't happy, an't nobody happy!". Can you blameher?

All of thisreminds me of aquiz my Father once gave me. It was the "Hard core Sports Car Enthusiast
Test" or something of the sort. It was multiplechoice, and harkened back to the days of MG'sand Triumphs-
thegood ones from the 50'sand early 60's. The test went something like:

1. What kind of oil doyou use
A. Multi-we ght detergent oil
B. Non-detergent single-weight
C.Castor Been Qil
2. If you break down on the road you:
A. Cdl for atowtothe loca repair shop
B. Cdl for atow to your homew orkshop
C. Fix it onthesideof the road with your compl etely equipped tool box.
3. When you are out driving and it starts to rain you:
A. Quickly raisethe top
B. Pull thetop from the trunk and quickly put it on

? Kerllle)
C. Top? What top! 72117 Zoom Zoom to page 2
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4. What kind of lights does your car have

A. Stock head lamps

B. Hdlahdogen

C. Lucas Flamethrowers
(That reminds me of an old English car joke: Why do the English drink warm beer? They all have
Lucasrefrigerators!)

Any answer besides "C" puts you in the non-enthusiast wussy caegory. Poor me, once a
hard core gear head, now reduced to auto wussydom. At lesst Teresa Turbo hasn't deserted me
Maybe I'll haveher takeme for atop-down ride. Heck it's above freezing today, | may evendriveit
topless (the car, not me!).

That'sdl for thismonth. Stay tuned for April when | describethe subtlediff erences between

guibo'sand CV jaints.

Indy Auto Museum Tour 2002

March is here, and we have avery exciting and unique event planned. The bad news isthat
we could only scheduleit & theend of the month... sorry for the long wait.

We have the unique opportunity to tour aspedial privae auto collection & Royce Motors.
Thiscollection ind udes avery eclectic bunch of cars, ranging from Ferrari's and Jensen's to Pontiacs
and Packards. (Articdeabout Royce isintheD ecember Open Road, page2.)

There are several dozen cars in dl, and each one has been restored to better than new
condition. The museum curator has been kind enough to open the museum to us tha morning.

After touring Royce Motors, wewill embark upon a short west-sidetour around Eagle Creek
and end up at thefamous Indianapolis M otor Speedway Museum. After touring that famous collec-
tionwewill head to alocal eatery for lunch. Please note, thisisnot ardly, it'satour. You can go at
your own pace and enjoy the drive. It should be agreat time!!

** Admission a RoyceisFREE*** Admission & the Speedway is $3 PER PERSON, CASH**
Wedl meet a 9:45am, March 30th & theMcDonalds a 71st & 465 (west side, Park 100)

Wewill hand out thetour maps, have aquick drivers meating and beon the road by 10:15 SHARP!
You must RSVPto Chuck Wills if you want to atend. All money will be collected the day of the
event. Don't forget to bring cash to get into the Spesdway Museum! Don® be square, seeyou
there

RVSPto: chuckwills@comcast.net (New E-mail address) or 317-291-5563 or 317-697-7192.

Advertising Space Now Availablein the Open Road
For information and rates, please contact Chuck Willsor SaramcBride.

The Open Road

Please send all articles, pictures or information for publication in the Open Road to:
SaraJmcBride
4249 Springwood Ct.
Indianapolis, In
462283122
saraj @dustbunny.com
Please submit articles, photos or newsitemsat any time. To be inthenext edition, nolater than the
25th of tha month. Weencourage your participation in making your newsletter the best it can be!

JimNutt

and/or IndyNutts@aol.com

The Open Road is published monthly for the members of the Indy Miata Club. The Indy Miata Club assumes no
liability for any information contained herein, or injury or damage resulting from use of this information. The
ideas, opinions, maintenance, or modifi cation tips expressed are to be used at the reader@® discretion. |ndividual
contributors and/or the editors express no approval, authentication, or endorsement.
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Speed Racers Show Their Karting Skills

by Chris J. Poglitsh

Ever wanted to bean F1 driver? Well my friends, there isan opportunity to liveyour f antasies out a Stephen Johansen®@
Karting track! On February 9, just days bef ore Vad entine3, thelndy Miatad ub, plus acouple of ringers, took to theroad course
in open wheeled chariots of fire. Weproved, once and for dl, that none of usare inthe shgpe we need to be to go 200mph and
push 4 G force pointsfor 2 hoursin order to stand on the podium next to Michael Schumacher.

Neverthd ess, eech and every oneof us, save D avid Wamsl ey, came out mostly
unbruised, exhausted, and smiling/laughing a dl the fun we had! Johansen® was
ided from our perspective, asthekarts are much faster than most if not dl of therest
of the tracks in Indy, and the course is slick, which makes steering inputs a little
€asi er in my own opinion. Our partic pants were:

1. Chuck Orhe PrezOWwills 6. David QVhat aFineHelmet!OWamsley
2. Chris ONomadOPoglitsh 7. Rick GFlyinCPonytal OMorris

3. Mdissa KissMy SocksOForbes 8. Eric GFlashODrumwright

4. Brian Where@My Ha?OLee 9. Shane(axi, Oh Taxi!OBenson

5. Rich (BpeedyODinsmore 10. Dr. Joe @ Drivea PorscheQlakubowski

Theevent started with a darkened course. | wondered if we weregoing todo a
(4 Heures Du MansOevent, until the white effect smoke began to pour from the
scoreboard, and an announcer rang out ONVe come | ndy Miata ClubO U nabashed, |
let out a Rebel Howl at the moon, which is only customary in my bdoved home,
Atlanta After everyone finished wondering Quha the hel was that?Owe got into
our karts, and began a 5-10 minute warm up session. During the session it became
dear who the more assertive drivers were going to be, and who the less assertive
were. No matter, 1@ spent hours agoni zing over who to team up with whom, to make
theevent both enjoyablefor dl, and competitive

After our ten minutewarm up, we lined up inarandom grid. When the green
light shown, Dr. Spock unleashed hdlfire asdl kartslurched towardsturn 1, two and
threeacross. We settled into asmooth pace, with some bumping and bashi ng, finishing
thefirst fifteen minute hea without much incident.

The track workers slowed us down, and brought us into the pitsin reverse
order from Geeling out the trackOup front, to Mot shoesOin back. During the ten
minute break, my partner, Rich Dinsmore, wondered if he was going to be ableto
contribute as much as necessary. Noting his kart® position on thegrid for thesecond
heat, 1@ no doubts he was going to do just fine.

The second heat got much more dicey. Stacked up 3 wideinto aturn, which
could only take 2, turn one was a meee. Once through turn one, | had opentrack in
front of meuntil just beforean ess section. | camehammering around acorner to find
Mdissa eyes bulging, and David Wamsley sideways on the course. As much as |
tried to slow, | hit Mdissaand went up over thesideof David@Kkart. | fdt really awful
about this, as| watched David retire from the hea, limping back to the pits.

Passing is definitdy doablehere. That isto say, doableif you
can hold your giggles as you saw the red of Mdissa@ Qipstick
kissesGsocks. Inthesecond heat, | mixed it up with acoupleof the
moreassertivevaiety of driver. | don®want to mention any names,
but hisinitids are Shane Benson. Shane drove with considerable
speed and skill, using atechniquel hadn@ seen since 1998, when |
was flying in and out of LoganAirport often. Taxi cab driverswould
get aheadlight in between you and the car in front, thus marking
their spot. | dso got directed towar ds the G5in BinCbecause, in my
opinion, Chuck and | havealmost identical hdmets, and he passed
meon ayd|ow.

By thetimethethird heat cameup, my left side rib cage was
getting bruised. | could fed it coming on like you feel sunburn
coming on a hot summer @ day.

Ericand Chuck get settled into their
karts and areready to start their

warmugdapisig was done using a 1-10
point scale, as you finished your heat, if
you camein 1%, you got 1 point, if you
camein 10t you got 10points. Theteam
with thelesast amount of points after three
heats wins prizes of immense vaue. In
this case, the team of ShaneBenson and
Dr. Joetied with Brian C. Lee and Eric
Drumright at 26 points. The deciding
factor becamethefastest |gp timein heat
three, which was Shane@, a 23.01. Brian
and Ericcamein 2, and Rich Dinsmore
and| camein 3¢,

Afterwards, much bench racing
and rehydration occurred at Union Jacks
bar and grill. Many thanksto dl theracers
a the event, especidly Dr. Joe, who at
the last minute agreed to take #10 spot
and to Sara McBride, the unofficial
scorekeeper and photographer.

Winners: Brian Lee, Eric Drumwright, Joe

Jakubowski, Shane Benson, and Chris
Poglit sh (not pictured: Rich Dinsmore)
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Your Input is Needed!

Your club officers are looking for input on how to improve, change, and
make the Indy Miaa Club an organizaion tha will servedl its members. To
make it easy for you, a feedback form has been set upon the internet and
completing it will takelessthan two minutes of your time.

To participate, go to http://www.dustbunny.com/indymiaal. Alogin box
will ask for a name and password, usethe foll owing information:

Name indy

Password: miata

Please type the name and password inlower case.

Thereare just seven multiplechoice questions, and space for comments
on driving events and how to improve the dub. Names are optiond and you
don't have to be subtle. We really want to know! The form will be online until
March 29th. Thanksfor your input!

Future Club Events

Just Like Death and Taxes.....

April brings spring rain, thedeadlinefor filing your incometax forms, and
of course, thePost Tax Blues Raly. Onceagain, wele joining up with the Lake
Effect club for thefirst big driving rally of the season.

Sating in Lafayettethisyear and ending in Logansport, your ralymasters
are planning a Poker Run, so thedriver can keep their eyes on theroad and the
navigator can concentratesoldy on getting to thenext turn. Don Naglitch from
Lake Effect, and SaraJmcBride from Indy Miata, have been busy scouting out
new roads, old roads, egting establishments, and have an exciting event mapped
out. Last year @PTBR was atop down day, and with luck, wedl &l begrinning
on April 20th! Mark your calendar and wed see you there!

Looking Under the Hood.....

On Saurday, April 27th, AIM opens its doors to the Indy Miata Club.
This year® open house will be a tour of the shop with your chance to ask
QWhat does that do?0and receive a professiond, informative answer.

Shane Benson from AIM will answer questions concerning everyday
maintenance of your roadster, what upgrades you can make, and other hints
and tips to kegp your car running smoothly.

Miata Cartoon Contest!

Looking for Miata humor? [t@ now even easier to find on the internet as
www.Miaaloons.Net has launched its first caption the cartoon contest and
will soon go to weekly cartoons. All original and all Miaa

Thefirst MiataToons Caption Contest isnhow on, So point your cursor at
http:/mww.MiaaToons.N et/ for your chance to becomefamous, win thesigned
origind cartoon, andjar of Zaino Clay.

March 2002
Mingling Miatas
At the Noodle

by Chuck Wills

Thisevent will bealittledifferent than
your typicad mingle Sincetherewas nothing
on the cdendar, I'vetaken it upon mysdf to
do something, which for me, isin redity, noth-
ing! The March Minglewill truly be anon-
event. Nothing organized, nothing planned.
Just show up and | ook for afamiliar face, and
have fun.

Saturday March 16th.
TheSlippery Noodlelnn
8-ish pm until 722??

If you've never beento the Noodle, it's
an experience. It's the best blues bar in the
area and hasthedistinction of also being the
oldest bar in Indy. (You can learn more about
this establishment from thed ub@web siteat
http//www.slipperynoodlecom.) Rlaying thet
night are The Mean Weenies and
Smokehouse DavewiththeBBQ Kings. Were
just gonna get together and hang out. This
evening will have nothing to do with cars,
raly routes, schedules or anything else”im-
portant”. Just achancef or somegood drinks,
good blues and good friends. Soleave your
cares at home and come out for atruly lad
back good time.

I'm not making any reservations or
hanging signs, so just show up and have fun!

Northern Exposure
2002 Caravan Info

For those atending the Northern Exposure
2002 gathering of Miatasin Ottawa, July 5-7,
acaravan is being organized for Miatas com-
ing from the Midwest, northern United States,
and Western Canada. After the event, return
routes are pl anned for somefine Gni aalroads
in Ontario. Contact Steve Holman at
meup@up.net or 06-226-7549 formoreinfor-
mation.

You can receive updated information for Indy Miata club eventsat theclub website-
http://members.aol.com/indymiata/ or you can call our Hotline number at 317-767-5234.
Werarely cancel or delay an event, but a call never hurts!
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Making A List And Checking It Twice

by Dr. Detall

Spring will behere before we know it, evenif it can®come too soon. This month would bea good time to make sure we
have dl the stuff we need so we can be ready to give our Miaas agood deaning when the nice weather gets here. These are
tools| am currently using. If have thingstha you are happy with, you can stay with them or try something new. Theobjective

of the exerciseisto get a dean car, not launch anew career.

Car Wash BThefirst thingtodoisget dl thedirt and crud that has accumul ated

onthe car over thewinter. Even if you havebeen taking the car to the coin-op

wash like | have, it still needs a good bath now and will continue to need

washing over thesummer. What | am using now is Zaino car wash. Almost any

good car wash will do. What you don® want to use is the basic household

deaner that is under the kitchen sink. In paticular, you don® want to use
dishwashing sogp, asit will certainly strip of any wax tha you might have on

thecar. You will also need a good cotton mitt for washing the car.

Drying BAfter you get thecar dean, youwill need to dry it off. If | @ washing

thecar at home, | dry it with an artificid chamois called the Absorber. You can

get one a dmost any car parts or discount store for under ten dollars. What |

like about the Absorber is that you can wash it in the washer, which keeps it

clean and ready to usethenext time. Naturd chamoisared so good, but somewhat

of apain to tekecare of. A ot of thered geeks woul dn@use anything but 100%
cotton towdss. | usetowd sover thewinter, but itgetsto beapain doing awhole
load of wash every timey ou wash the car.

WindowsDThis is another area tha can turn into acareer if you let it. | use
Windex for norma deaning, followed by regular goplication of Rain-X. Rain-X

isthehot setup for being ableto seein the rain. Wehad a column afew months
ago about applying Rain-X, so you can refer back toit forinstructions.

L eather and Vinyl Bl haveavinylinterior, sol useVinylex tokegp it and mytop
both looking pretty spiffy. The same people make a product for legther called

Lexal. | have used both and they are excdlent for deaning and protecting.

What | particularly like isthat they givea moderategloss without |eaving the
surface greasy like Armor All does.

Wheds and Tires BYou will need atire brush. Be sure to buy one that has
natural bristles (brown) as opposed to plastic (white). The plasticbristleswill

scratch. For deaning the tires and wheels, | use Castrol®@ Super Clean. 1t@
extremdy good at getting off accumulated brake dust and generd crud. Be
careful not to get it on your paint, asit will just as quickly strip off any wax you

may havehad on the car. To keep the tires looking spiffy, | useVinylex, which
makes the tires ook nice without giving them an artificid plasticshine | have
aso had pretty good luck with Meguiar @ Enduranceproduct, athoughit didn®
seem towork well on Sara® Toyos.

Car Wax BNot trying to start aflamewar here. If you have awax tha you are
happy with, stay with it (athough variety can bethespice of life). | am currently
using Zaino and have been very impressed with the way it held up over the
winter. The most important part about getting good results with any wax is to
follow the instructions. It won® be warm enough to wax the car for awhile
anyway. Removing the wax is best accomplished with bath towels, pref erably
old ones (you probably wanted new bath towd s anyway, so buy new onesand
save theold onesfor the car). If y ou buy new towe s for removing the wax, be
sure to buy 100% white cotton towel s and wash them several times (nofabric
softener or bleach) before using them. | al so keep some digpersaround for the
find buff.

Oddsand Ends - In addition to every thing d se, you will need somemore stuff
tofinishthejob. By now your wash bucket should be getting pretty full. | keep

severd handtowdsaround. They are just the
right size for washing the windows and a
vaiety of other deaning tasks.A smdl naturd

bristle paint brush is handy for getting in the
cracks and crevices in theinterior. If you are
really thorough, you can keep some Q-Tips
around for the really detailed deaning. You
want to avoid using toothbrushes, since the
plastic bristles can scratch soft surfaces.
Findly, asmal stack of washcloths isuseful

for applying Vinylex or Lexol. You will find that
you accumul ate car cleaning stuff inthesame
way tha you accumuléte tools.

2002 Special Edition
MX-5 For North America

It has long been a Chicago Auto Show
traditionto shonvcase Americaslovedfar with
the Mazda MX-5 Miata, and Mazda heats
things up again this year as it introduces two
new Specid Edition(SE) modds. Both arelim-
ited-production versions of theworld s most
popular sports car and come equipped with a
host of features that make these the "reciest"
SE modd sto dae For starters, both MiaaSE
swear exhilarating paint jobs: oneisTitanium
Gray Metdlic, theother Blazing Yellow Mica.
The Titanium Gray SE modd comeswith adesp
saddle brown leather faced interior and door
panels and the Blazing Yellow SE has, for the
first timeintheMiatas 13-year history, ablack
lesther interior. Theseatsonthe black leather
SE even cary theMiaal ogo embroidered into
the seat back.

Our informant wastold that "each deal -
ership will probably get one yellow and one
gunmeta, so place your orders NOW!".

Pictures of each color are @ miaane
(http:// www.miata.net/news/editions.html)
and moreinformationcan befound on Mazda®
officdal web site. Just surf over to http://
www.mazdausa.com/miaal to get thewhole
Scoop.

Isit finally timeto satisfy that hunger
for abright yelow roadster?






