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The Official Newsletter of the Indy Miata Club

Around The Bend... by Jay Hofaker, President
What's that old saying? April showers bring May flowers? We should change it to 

a more Miata friendly saying of something like....  April sun means top down fun. 
A little rain didn't dampen the spirits of the people who attended John and Marsha 

Schaub's Cabin Fever run. We had a good turnout despite the clouds and a little rain. 
The route was a good one with options of a shorter run heading into Nashville to 
shop or wander around, with a longer route for the people who needed to remember 
what seat time in their car felt like. Thanks and a big round of applause go to John 
and Marsha for setting up this run, because we all enjoyed the good day.

Next month is the PTBR, where you can meet with our neighbors to the north, the 
Lake Effect Club, and attempt to win what I'm sure will be fabulous prizes on twisty 
Miata roads that Sara mcBride and Bill and Jean Florent have found for us. The great 
thing about the PTBR? Since it's a poker run, you play the cards you get. No hunt-
ing for clues in this rally since the only two skills you need are the ability to follow 
simple directions and drive! We can do that, right?

We've got sunny days ahead, so get your car ready. Let's clean the windshield, 
check the oil, check the tire pressure, put gas in the tank, drop the top and drive!

Mazda Motor Corporation marked a sig-
nificant production milestone on March 5th 
as the 700,000th Mazda Roadster rolled off 
the assembly line at the Ujina No. 1 plant near 
Mazdaʼs headquarters in Hiroshima, Japan. 
Vehicle number 700,000, powered by the new 
1.8-liter turbocharged, 178-horsepower engine 
and painted Velocity Red Mica, will be shipped to the U.S. market.

The Mazda Roadster debuted at the Chicago Auto Show in February 1989, was 
launched in the United States in May of the same year and then rolled out in markets 
throughout the world. The Mazda Roadster debuted in Japan in September 1989.

Currently in its 15th year of production, the best-selling sports car and Mazda 
brand icon has become the symbol of driving pleasure in many markets throughout 
the world. Roadster fans around the globe have established driving clubs in an effort 
to support their shared enthusiasm for the vehicle. The Roadster was developed based 
on the simple and pure concept of “oneness between car and driver.” With its fun-
to-drive, lightweight open-top design and simple, distinctive styling, it is instantly 
recognizable as a product embodying Mazdaʼs “Zoom-Zoom” brand philosophy.

A Miata Milestone Reached
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Indy Miata 
Officers

The Open Road is published monthly for the members 
of the Indy Miata Club. The Indy Miata Club assumes 
no liability for any information contained herein, or 
injury or damage resulting from use of this informa-
tion. The ideas, opinions, maintenance or modification 
tips expressed are to be used at the reader s̓ discretion. 
Individual contributors and/or the editors express no 
approval, authentication, or endorsement. Thank you.

What happens after April 15th, one of the most dreaded days in the year? Why, 
one of the most anticipated dates on the Indy Miata club calendar, the Post Tax 
Blues Rally! The PTBR has turned into an annual fun event with the Lake Effect 
Miata Club. This driving event is once again being set up as a Poker Run with a 
route that will you be able to drive your blues away. Bill and Jean Florent and Sara 
mcBride have been busy scouting routes in three counties to find the best Miata 
roads. The rally will take approximately two hours and will end at a local restaurant 
to eat and award prizes.

We'll be meeting on Saturday April 17th, at 10:00 at the McDonalds in Peru, 
IN (intersection of Business US31 and Main) so you can get a late breakfast and 
coffee and chat with everyone. Driver's Meeting will begin at 10:30.

Indy club members can meet at 8:15 at the Meijer's parking lot at US31 on the 
north side of Indy to caravan to Peru. (Yes, there will be a box or two of Longs 
Doughnuts!) We will depart at 8:30. Indy members can call Sara at 317-291-8993 
or email her at miata@2cat.com with any questions.

Entry fee is $7.00 for those who pre-register and $10.00 day of event. If you 
register on the club web site, you will only pay $7.00 on the day of the event. Driv-
ers and navigators will be asked to sign a registration form at the event. There is a 
registration form on page 7. If you mail your registration form, please mail before 
April 13th. (Registering in advance makes your Rally Master's job easier!)

If you want to mail your registration form and check (made out to Indy Miata 
Club), send it to:  Sara J mcBride, 4249 Springwood Ct., Indianapolis, IN 46228.

Don't miss the first rally of the year, don't miss your chance to win the poker 
rally, and don't miss meeting old and new friends. 

See you on April 17th at the PTBR....and of course, Top Down!

It's A Poker Run For The PTBR

Think you know Indianapolis? Then attend the third edition of "Picture This"! 
This is a very good event that is a “challenge” to those of us living in  Indy.

The route instructions are nothing but a set of pictures of famous (and not so 
famous) landmakrs in the city. After you find the landmark, either by hook or by 
crook, you have to also find the answer to the landmark question.

Look for more details in next month's Open Road or on the club web site in the 
events section at http://www.indymiata.org). 

Don't forget to register on the website to make your Rally Master's job easier!

Picture This Rally Set For May 8th

And Now For Something Completely Different!
Do you like the IMC rallies, but want something a bit more challenging? You 

might want to attend an Indy SCCA Road Rally.
What is their version of a rally? It's a time, speed and distance event with two 

or more people, in ordinary cars, on regular roads, driving within the legal speed 
limit. Each team needs a watch which can be set to match rally time; something to 
write on and write with. This is a contest of precision, driving a specific distance 
in a predetermined amount of time. Timing controls, or checkpoints, will be found 
at various locations along the route. Regardless of whether you get great scores, or 
just scores, rallying is a lot of fun if you like to spend time in your car, see some 
scenery and spend time with congenial people.

Check out http://www.scca.org/amateur/roadrally/index.html, the SCCA's 
page on rallying for a detailed explanation and check the local SCCA website for 
the next rally that they have scheduled.



ting two or three drops of car wash in the bottle 
and then filling it up with water. The lubricant 
isnʼt a magic potion, it just provides lubrication. 
Itʼs a whole lot better to use too much than too 
little. The bar should slide almost effortlessly 
across the surface. If it doesnʼt, either  you arenʼt 
using enough lubricant or your finish is beyond 
the clay barʼs help, probably the latter.

After youʼve done the whole car, give it an-
other quick wash and dry. You should notice that 
the carʼs finish is a whole lot smoother than it 
was before you used the clay bar. It should feel 
slick to the touch even when dry. Wait until you 
get some wax on it, itʼs going to look great!

As I said at the start, using a clay bar is all 
about touch. Remember than when you start on 
an area you will feel a little resistance and when 
you donʼt feel any resistance, itʼs done. When 
you are done with an area, it wonʼt have much 
shine, but it should still feel really smooth. This 
smooth surface is excellent for applying wax. 
When you do apply wax, you will notice that itʼs 
real easy to put on and it doesnʼt take as much 
wax to get the job done.

Nothing to it!
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It's A Fine Day to Play With Clay
Dr.. Detail is here to help

Using a clay bar on your car is one of those things that seems really 
mysterious until you actually do it for the first time. I hesitated doing a clay 
bar treatment for a long time for that very reason. After I had done it once, 
I wondered why I had waited so long. At any rate, this month Iʼll give you 
step by step instructions on how to properly use a clay bar on your car. It isnʼt 
complicated and it really isnʼt all that much work. It just takes a little time and 
the results are more than worth it. When you do get around to doing the clay 
bar treatment, you need to plan to wax your car the same day or the very next 
day at the latest. The clay bar will remove most or all of whatever you have 
on the car when you start. That having been said, letʼs get started.

The first step is to get a clay bar kit. Iʼm not sure that thereʼs any real 
difference between clay bars. You can get a kit for anywhere between ten 
and eighty dollars. I always use the Clay Magic kit that you should be able 
to pick up anywhere for under twenty dollars. Whatever kit you buy, when 
you open it up, you will see a small, unimpressive bar of clay and a bottle of 
lubricant. They are both equally important as the clay will not work without 
the lubricant.

The first step is to wash your car thoroughly. Use a good car wash and 
scrub the car clean and dry it thoroughly.

Next cut a strip off the narrow end of the clay bar. I usually cut a piece a 
little over half an inch in length. Hold the clay in your hand to let it warm up 
and then knead it out until itʼs wider and pretty thin.

Pick an area of the car to start. If this is your first time using a clay bar, start 
on the side instead of the hood or truck. Using a clay bar properly is all “touch” 
and you may want to start in an inconspicuous place. VERY IMPORTANT: 
put a towel on the ground underneath when you will be working. If you ever 
drop the clay bar on the ground or your driveway, throw it away! If you drop 
the bar it will pick up zillions of little abrasive particles that are lying there 
waiting for their chance to trash your finish. You canʼt get them out no matter 
how you try. Having a towel to catch the clay bar will save it from all those 
bad things on the ground. 

Wet the area that you are going to work on with the lubricant. Work on an 
area about two square feet at a time. Wet it thoroughly with the lubricant and 
immediately start using the clay bar on the wet place. Place the bar on the 
underside of your fingers. It will curve to fit the curve of your hand. Using 
gentle side-to-side strokes, you will clean the surface of the car. When you 
start on an area, you will feel a little resistance even with the lubricant. As you 
stroke more and more, the resistance will disappear. That means that the area is 
clean. Wipe it off thoroughly with a clean towel. If you look at the surface of 
the clay bar, you will notice that it has picked all kinds of crud off your carʼs 
finish, regardless of how clean it looked before you started. It also means that 
you need to knead the clay bar again until the surface looks pretty clean. Move 
on to another area and repeat the process. Keep doing this until youʼve done 
the whole car. Doing a Miata shouldnʼt take much more than an hour.

As you progress around the car, the piece of clay bar you are using will get 
to the point where kneading the bar doesnʼt produce a clean surface. Discard 
that piece and cut another piece the same size off the original bar. You should 
be able to do the whole car and not use the whole clay bar.

Lubricant is another story. I almost always use the whole bottle that comes 
in the kit. Not to worry. You can easily make up a satisfactory lubricant by put-

by Rick Morris

Things In Common
What do Jack Nicklaus, Eddie Van Halen 

and IMC club member Jim Nutt have in com-
mon? We don't know if Jack and Eddie drive 
Miatas, but we do know that they're all mem-
bers of the "Artificial Joint Club" and have had 
hip replacements.

Jim joined the "AJ Club" last month and is 
recovering nicely. Look for Jim to be "zoom-
zooming" with us soon.

Factory Turbo  
Miata Is Available

Always wanted a Miata with more "giddy 
up and go", but didn't want to tackle an after-
market turbo or supercharger installation? The 
new MazdaSpeed MX-5 is the answer.

MazdaSpeed offers a 6-speed turbocharged 
Miata with 178 hp and 166 lb-ft of torque.

You can get more information at Hubler 
Mazda (the only local dealer for MazdaSpeed)  
or at http://www.mazdausa.com.



Rotated Your Tires Lately? Here's How!
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by Rick Morris

If youʼve been to the first couple of events this year, youʼve no doubt noticed 
that I havenʼt been driving my car. If asked about it, I have usually mumbled 
something about wanting to let Rick drive for a change or something equally 
uninformative. Iʼm now ready to tell everybody what has really been going 
on. At the start of the winter, I decided that I wanted to do some serious per-
formance and handling upgrade to my car. I really liked my car, but I felt that 
there was room for improvement in handling and especially power.

I enlisted the help of the fine people at AIM Tuning and swore them to 
secrecy. If youʼve been down to the shop over the past few months, youʼve 
no doubt noticed that a section of the shop has been closed off and the door 
to that section has been locked. Shane and Chuck have been telling everyone 
that it was a new shop area, but the truth was that they have been working 
furiously on may car all winter long. Iʼd like to take this opportunity to thank 
them for all their hard work and especially for keeping it a secret. This project 
will put them on the nationwide map for Miata improvements, so I think it 
has all been worthwhile.

Suspension:  The first area we addressed was the suspension of the car. 
Although I had the KYB AGX adjustable shocks, I wanted even more in the 

As we all know, in order to promote longer tire life and preserve the excellent handling characteristics of our cars, itʼs impor-
tant to rotate the tires on a regular basis. The people at AIM Tuning recommend rotating your tires every six thousand miles. As 
important as it is, it sometimes isnʼt convenient to get the car to the shop to have the tires rotated. This is another service task 
that you can perform at home, so weʼll give you a set of step-by-step instructions. If you follow these instructions carefully, 
youʼll be able to rotate your tires like a pro and save both time and money.

Like every other task, rotating your tires is much easier if you have the right tools. For this job, you will either a one and one-
half ton floor jack or your standard Miata jack. The floor jack makes the job easier. You will also need at least two jack stands. 
The job is a little easier with four jack stands, but two will do just fine. You will also need a lug wrench. You can use the lug 
wrench that came with the car, but one of the wrenches that has an extension handle makes the job a lot easier.

The first thing to do is to break the lug nuts loose on your wheels just like 
you were going to change a tire. Just break them loose, donʼt loosen them a 
lot. If you have four jack stands, lo osen the lug nuts on all four wheels.

Next, place something in front of the front wheels so the car doesnʼt move 
forward while you are jacking the car up. Most floor jacks come with chock 
blocks. If you donʼt have chock blocks, just use a piece of four by four or 
something similar.

The next step is to place the jack stands in the proper place in preparation 
for jacking the car up. In front of the rear wheel and behind the front wheel 
are small, rectangular notches in the underbody of  the car. The notches are 
usually about six inches away from the wheel well. Put the jack stands next 
to these notches.

The next step is to jack the car up. If you have a floor jack, you can usually 
raise a whole side of the car at once. Place the jack carefully and jack the car 
up enough so that the wheels are off the ground. Put the jack stands in place to 
keep the car up. If you are doing all four wheels at once, lower the jack after 
the jack stands are in place and move to the other side of the car and jack it 
up and put the jack stands in place.

This is the Important Part!!! We are now ready to perform the tire ro-

tation. One of the best-kept secrets of mechan-
ics is how to properly perform this task. After 
years of research, we have uncovered this 
secret and are now about to share it with you. 
Starting with the right front tire, grasp the tire 
firmly with both hands. Your hands should be 
at the nine oʼclock and three oʼclock positions 
on the tire. Rotate the tire exactly one and one-
sixteenth of a turn. No more and certainly no 
less. Continue this process with the left front, 
right rear and left rear tires. It is very impor-
tant to do them in the proper order.

After you are done with all four tires, care-
fully lower the car, tighten all the lug nuts, and 
then use your torque wrench to tighten them to 
the correct .

Thatʼs all there it to it! Now you can rotate 
your tires like a pro!

are of performance handling. After lots of care-
ful study and a thorough evaluation of every 
option, we decided to go with two complete sets 
of Bilstein computer-controlled shocks. This re-
quired significant modification to the frame and 
undercarriage of the car, but we felt strongly that 
the results are more than worth all the extra effort 
and expense. The computers have the capability 
of adjusting each shock several hundred times 
a second and the improvement in handling has 
to be experienced to be believed.

Power:  We all love our cars, but the Miata 
has never been know as a real powerhouse in 
the engine department. We looked at all the op-
tions, including the Monster Miata, which is a 
Miata with a small-block Ford V-8. Even this 
seemed too tame for the performance improve-

My Winter Project....A Major Miata Modiýcation
by Sara J mcBride

zoom-zoom to page 5
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Tool Time with Chuck

Iʼve been busy congratulating myself, as this is the one year anniversary of 
my Tool Time with Chuck articles. While this may seem inconsequential, it 
really is quite an accomplishment. Itʼs another year of tool misuse and abuse 
without losing an eye or digit. Of course, itʼs all in the name of good editorial 
copy and science that I bring you these tool reviews. I know that if it werenʼt 
for these articles, you would be stuck flipping channels on cable looking for 
reruns of This Old House or “Tool Time with Tim Taylor”.

One year ago I gave critical praise to an array of hammers, also known 
as “Big Poundy Things”. This anniversary article is all about the companion 
tool of the hammer, the “Sharp Pointy Thing”. After all, what good is a 
hammer if you donʼt have something to whack with it.

You may recall that last time I mentioned my Dad was critical of certain 
tool techniques I developed growing up. For instance, to him, a screwdriver 
is just for turning screws. That seems rather short sighted to me. When you 
look at the rugged beauty of a screwdriver – pointy on one end, big and fat 
on the other – it begs to be whacked with a hammer. Dad always said “Thatʼs 
what a chisel is for, Chuck.”. Phooey, Iʼve got a tool box full of screwdrivers 
and not a single chisel. As far as Iʼm concerned, chisels are lousy for 
tightening screws, so thereʼs no reason in even buying one. Having an array 
of screwdrivers is really just killing two birds with one big poundy thing. Itʼs 
just good common sense and economics.

In the interest of science and editorial content, I have conducted some 
experiments to catalog and validate my use of sharp pointy things. Believe 
it or not, in this process I did learn a few things. For instance, when scraping 
unwanted gunk from the under tray of a car, itʼs not the sharp pointy thing 
thatʼs going to put your eye out. Itʼs the falling debris that will adhere itself 
to your eyeballs. (Warning: your fashionable eyeglasses with the small lenses 
are utterly useless as safety glasses). Suffice to say, sharp pointy things excel 
at scraping. If the item being scraped is particularly tough, donʼt be afraid to 
break out the hammer to help coerce things along. Iʼve never met a scraper 
that didnʼt work better when used with a five pound “persuader”.

Sharp pointy things can also be used to pry things open or off. This 
technique may have been honed on bottled beverages, but it works equally 
well on automotive items like cam seals, sticky gaskets and CD players. I 

canʼt imagine trying to un-jam a CD player 
without a sharp pointy thing to cram into the 
little CD slot.

There are plenty of home uses for sharp 
pointy things too: picking locks, opening 
walnuts, resetting clocks, the list goes on and 
on. In fact, you could consider that in any 
situation where a big poundy thing is too big 
or poundy, you could easily substitute a sharp 
pointy thing and get the job done right.

You may be curious as to which size sharp 
pointy thing is best for each type of job. In my 
experience, when it comes to scraping, prying, 
opening or dislodging, bigger is always better. 
This is especially true when used in conjunction 
with a hammer. A bigger tool will give you a 
larger hand-hold area, which is important for 
keeping your fingers out of harms way. When 
in doubt, use the biggest pointy thing you can 
find.

In summary, you canʼt go wrong with any 
manner of sharp pointy thing. Iʼve found no 
downside to their use for scraping, pounding, 
severing, peeling, prying, opening and 
dislodging. They are especially effective when 
used with hammers and mallets, as covered in 
last years article. On Chuckʼs Tool Approval 
Scale, I give them a perfect “10”!

One final note. If Dad ever comes in to ask 
you why his screw drivers are beat, bent and 
disfigured, just say, “I dunno, Dad. I only ever 
borrow your chisels!”.

Thank goodness Craftsman still has a 
lifetime warranty.

An In-Depth Review Of "Sharp, Pointy Things"

I wanted. We decided to go with the Dodge V-10 that is used in the Viper 
and add a supercharger. Now weʼre  talking about a Miata with over eight hun-
dred horsepower at full boost. Itʼs taken a little while to get used to this kind 
of power, but it is just the ticket when some smart-aleck in a pony car tries to  
pull away from me at a stop light. Iʼm sure I have put more than one of those 
people in serious therapy as my taillights disappear into the night.

Bodywork:  After we had all the suspension and engine modifications done, 
we had to do some minor adjustments to the ride height and bodywork to make 
the car manageable on the street. All in all, although the project was pretty 
expensive and took a lot of time, the results have been more than worth it.

In closing, I just want to thank all the people at AIM for all their hard work 
on my car. I canʼt wait for all the people in the club to see it.

(See Page 7 for a sneak peek of Sara J's car!)

Miata Modiýcation, continued
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Cabin Fever Tour Starts Driving Season
John Schaub couldn't stand it any longer said "It's time to drive the 

Miatas!". On March 20th, John and Marsha held their Cabin Fever Tour, 
the first driving event of the year for the Indy Miata Club.

Despite the overcast skies, 16 Miatas with 29 attendees met at the 
McDonald's in Martinsville. The most sunshine we saw was from the 
three Sunburst Miatas in attendance (Art and Kay Dahlgren, Bill and 
Jan Quick, plus our hosts, the Schaubs.) A quick shower drove everyone 
inside for coffee or breakfast, but then the driver's meeting was held out-
side and the routes were explained to us by the rally masters.

Drivers were given the option of following one of two routes, a long 
100+ mile route or a shorter 50 mile route (also known as the shopper's 
route!). The first part of each route was the same, heading south through 
the Morgan-Monroe State Forest and around Lake Lemon. At SR45, 
the routes split with some cars heading in to Nashville, while other cars 
ventured farther south. The long route took Miatas across Lake Monroe, 
down to SR58, then north on SR135 through Storey and then into Nash-
ville. After finding those elusive parking spots n downtown Nashville, 
members met at The Ordinary for lunch and conversation.

It wasn't the best day for top down driving, but after the initial down-
pour in Martinsville, drivers only had a 
spot of misty weather and slower cars 
and SUV's to contend with on the road. 
Craig Johnson and Bruce Hedden ran 
the long route top down! And as we 
all know, it's always a good day when 
you're driving in your Miata!

Thanks to John and Marsha for help-
ing us break our "cabin fever" with this 
great drive.

Above: Rick Morris, Don and Becky Hill and Bruce Hed-
den all decided that they would drive the longer route.

Below:  Cold? We're not cold!  Marsha and John conduct 
the driver's meeting in their colorful Hawaiian shirts.

The Hermans, Melissa Forbes and the 
Hills cruise through a curve on SR58.

Jim and Barbara Quearry head into the State Forest.
New member Doug Miller and his 
navigator, Chrissy, listen intently 
at the driver's meeting.
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I understand that this is not a speed contest and I agree to participate at my own risk. I agree to hold the Indy Miata Club, Lake 
Effect Miata Club, their officers, and event organizers harmless from any claim arising from my participation in this event. 

Driver:        Date: __________________

Passenger:        Date: __________________
All entries must be signed and dated to participate in this event.

Driver:___________________________________________________

Navigator: _______________________________________________
Please Print

Please Print

Post Tax Blues Registration Form

Classiþeds
For Sale:  Konig Villain Wheels-16". These were the wheels 
I had on Hi O  ̓Silver. They have Yokohama A520 215/40 16R 
tires on them with good tread life. One wheel has a scrape but 
overall they are in good shape. I really liked these wheels but 
wanted to use the BBS that on my ʻ95. $500. 317-570-4598 or 
email Steve Jacobson from the club  web site.

For Sale:  997 M-Edition and Deluxe Bushtec motorcycle 
trailer painted to match car. 40,000 miles, never seen snow. 
External oil filter, chrome style bar, hardtop w/ hoist, cover and 
carrier plus much, much more. Asking $12,750.00 for the car-
trailer combo. Contact: Conrad Serwatka @ 219-465-0454 or 
email him at c.serwatka@att.net for more info.

Sara J's Miata hits the county fair circuit (see page 4)



Post Tax Blues Rally  - April 17

April 17 - Post Tax Blues Rally
April - Open Mingle

May 8 - Picture This III
May 29 - 500 Mingle

June  12 - Run to the River
June 19 - USGP Mingle
June 26 - Miatas at the Vic

July 24 - Chuck's Unnamed Rally
July Mingle - Open Mingle

August 7 - Brickyard Mingle
August 14  - B + B Rally

September - Huber Winery Tour 
September - Open Mingle

October 9 - Leaf Peeper Tour
October 23-24 - Madison Madness Tour

November - Open dates

December - Holiday Party

Marsha and John Shaub, Cabin Fever Rally Masters, get ready 
to send IMC members into the wilds of Brown County.


