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On The Fence...

by Ben Hermann, President

And just like that, here it is March. It wondt be long until those of us daily drivers take off the snow tires and
the rest of you take off the car covers and start shaking loose the cobwebs. Mother Nature has already given
us a few days of good weather and soon those days will start being the rule instead of the exception.

We have a couple things planned to for you to enjoy the hopefully impending nice weather. Saturday,
March 12" we are taking a behind the scenes tour of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. (Details inside.)
Two weeks later, on March 26", John and Marsha Schaub are throwing their second annual Cabin Fever
Rally. (Details inside.) 1m trying to work out details for a monthly dinner, but things havenét come together
yet. Wedll probably start it up next month, but you might want to check the clubds website or sign up to
receive email from the club in your online prople. If youdve misplaced or never received your log-in and
password, use the link on the club web site or you can email me. The emails are a great way to get remind-
ers of upcoming events.

Thanks again to everyone who took the time to return the survey that was in the January newsletter. We're
still compiling the results, so look for them next moth. It was great to see everyonefs opinion and now we
all can use this information to help plan upcoming events. There wasnft anything terribly surprising in the
results, but | feel there is depnitely a need for more Sunday events. We have very few right now and need
for some of you to step up and host a couple. As youdll see, it doesndt really matter what kind of event it is
as most people like the events we have. Donit forget, wefre always open for new types of events, too.

As far as merchandise goes, wedre working on that, so please be patient. Before we move forward with
merchandise, wedd like to come up a new logo. This issue has been brought up before but has never re-
ally gone anywhere. Wedve begun the process to actually do something about it this time and 13d like any
opinions and thought you may have. Our current logo has served us well, but ités getting a little long in the
tooth. Plus, what better time for a new look for the club than to coincide with the new look of the Miata?
You can email me with any thoughts or suggestions you have.

Now, | dondt really want this column to get too overly political, but there are two bills in the legislature that
concern the use of our cars. One is raising the speed limit to 70mph and that will probably pass and become
reality, the other is still up in the air. It involves the use of red-light cameras. | dondt really think it's my place
to tell you what to think about them, so Idll just give out some information. 16d encourage you to contact
your congress person and let them know how you feel. After all, they are supposed to represent you.

The argument for the cameras use is safety. Studies have shown red light violations drop 40-50% after
the installation of cameras, and injury crashes decrease 25-30%. Side impact collisions decrease with the
installation of the cameras and when you reduce side impacts, the seriousness of injuries is decreased and
there is also a drop in the number of fatalities. The cameras can also help cash-strapped communities by
increasing revenue without increasing taxes.

There are several problems that come along with the use of the cameras. While side impacts are reduced,
rear-end collisions increase as people are more prone to slam on their brakes. Most systems only take a photo
of the back of the car and the owner is then liable for the ticket, even if they werendt driving. Then there is
the same argument for having them as there is for not having them - money. Studies have shown that with
proper engineering, generally the lengthening of the yellow light, you can reduce the number of violators
by a greater number than with the use of cameras. Also lending evidence that they are just a revenue booster
is a study by Rep. Dick Army (R-TX) that concluded that communities that installed cameras reduced the
amount of time the yellow was on from pve seconds to three seconds. That reduction increased the number
of violators, therefore increasing money brought in from the cameras.

There is a ton of information out there for you to read and form your own opinion. These are just little
snippets. After youfve done your research, head over to http://www.in.gov/legislative/ or write a letter and
tell your representatives what you think.

Now, get ready to pop that top open and enjoy the fresh air again! Remember, The Fun Starts Here!
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Join Us For Special Tour of IMS

On Saturday, March 12, President Ben Hermann has set up a behind the scenes
tour of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. We will meet at Union Jacks at 6225
West 25th Street for lunch, then head over to IMS to go through the Speedway
Museum. At 2:00, our 90 minute behind the scenes tour will begin.

The narrated tour takes us around the famed 2.5 mile oval plus we visit the
media center, Pagoda, garage area and a Gasoline Alley suite. Wedll also stand on
the victory platform and possibly the yard of bricks. Bring your camera! Winter
weather has delayed the re-installation of the bricks, so if they are not laid at the
time of our tour, we will travel around the F-1 track instead.

Tickets for this tour are $25 for adults, $10 for youth 6-15, and children under
6 are free. This fee includes admission into the Museum. Credit cards will NOT
be accepted as payment for the tour, cash or check only.

At this time, this event is open to everybody, club member or not, and your
Miata is not required. If response is too great and we need to limit participation,
club members and their families will get priority, but it shouldnét be an issue.

As we must let the restaurant and Speedway ofpcials know how many people
will be attending, please sign up on the club web site or RSVP with Ben Herman
(call 317-727-1401 or email him at: president@indymiata.org). The cutoff date
for signing up for the tour is March 6th!

Joining us for this tour will be members of the Greater Cincinnati Miata Club.

Here's A Cure For Cabin Fever!

With spring rapidly approaching, itds time to start thinking about the 2005 rally

season! Marsha and John Schaub are once again hosting the Cabin Fever Rally.

If youdre as sick of winter as they are, and ready to get out of town and carve
up some great country roads, then meet them down in Martinsville, IN on March
26" Our meeting place is the Starbucks Coffee Shop located at the S.W. corner of
S.R. 37 and Burton Lane. Look for the Starbucks on your right hand side as your
going south on S.R.37. We will meet at 10:00am and have the prst car off around
10:30. Our route will take us down into Brown County and end up for lunch at The
Ordinary restaurant in Nashville, IN.

For those of you who ran this rally last year, they will be doing the same split
format. There will be a short route for those of you who would like to do a little
shopping in Nashville before lunch and a longer route for those who would rather
do more driving. Itis up to you to decide how to have fun.

The weather in March can be a little iffy, this will be a rain or shine event. Should
there be snow or ice, it will be postponed to the following Saturday of April 2.

Dancing In The Streets In July

West Lafayette is the site for fun and entertainment with Dancing in the Streets.
Norm and Susie Arbuckle and Gary and Kathy Collings have arranged an event
with the Windy City Miata Club in Lafayette the weekend of July 30-31.

They are planning a tour through Indianats Tippecanoe County Saturday morn-
ing with a stop at an oldies car show, which normally features over 400 cars. After
the car show and more touring of Tippecanoe County on several scenic roads, itds
back to Lafayette for the Dancing in the Streets party. Make a weekend of it with
discounted reservations at The Hilton Garden Inn in West Lafayette.

Go to: http://www.windycitymiataclub.com/2005/lafayette.htm for all the de-
tails. Also the IMC events page at http://indymiata.dustbunny.com/events/ and at
http://www.dancinginthestreets.net/.
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Rick And Susie Went To The Gap!

by Rick Booe

For two years we have been wanting to go 0Do the Dragond. Finally, last September, with both kids gone, Lisa off to college
at the University of Southern Indiana and Andy now a new Lt. in the Air Force in Florida, we decided to drop everything and go
to Dealds Gap. We packed up the Miata for our trip and headed down the highway.

We got a set of nice maps from AAA with three variations, the shortest route, the quickest route, and the scenic route. We
ended up using different parts for the trip. We traveled some Interstate to save time and some scenic routes to relax and enjoy the
trip. We like to stop and look at the sights of the small towns we go through, smell the roses style of traveling, and try their food.
We've found that you meet the nicest people in the little towns of Kentucky, Tennessee and North Carolina. As we were going
south out of Knoxuville, it was getting late, but we wanted to make it to Fontana that prst night. We had reserved a cabin at Fontana
Village, which is only eight miles past the Gap. It was almost dark when we headed out of Maryville on Highway 411 and then we

turned on to US 129
south. It was soon
very dark and the
farther we  went,
the curvier the road

— - : got. | was driving as
fast as | could without Susie saying 0Slow down! Itds dark!6.

We started to wonder if we would ever get there and then Susie yelled,
oLook! A bear!6. A small black bear ran across the road right in front of us
and jumped into the woods and out of sight. | didnt get as good a look at
it as Susie did, as | was concentrating on staying on the road, not what was
right in front of me in the road! We had been talking about what a fun road
this was and how could the Dragon be any better than this? We didnét know
we were already on the Dragon!

Fontana Village Resort is east of Deal's Gap on Highway 28. We rented
a two bedroom cabin that was wonderful for $99 a day. Full kitchen,
with dishes, living room, cable TV, two bedrooms, a very nice large
bathroom, and no phone. Two couples could easily share a cabin. There
was a wonderful front porch with two old time rocking chairs. The Village
also has indoor and outdoor pools, an exercise room, video store, country
store, and very nice restaurant. There are trails to walk through the woods
and I was stung by bees three times, so next time, no walking the trails for
me. Also, no phone and that includes cell phones. No coverage there!

The driving was the best part and we drove the Dragon at least six times.
Itds hard to take turns driving, we both had so much fun. Well, except when
you come up on the occasional minivan or SUV looking at the sights at
10mph. We also drove on the Cherohala Skyway and parts of the Blue
Ridge Parkway. Even Highway 28 from the Dragon to Fontana Village was
a fun road. | dondt think that part of the country has any straight roads, it's
kinda like Miata heaven.

We decided to head for home a day early to get away from some bad
weather that was on the way and to give us time to drive through Smokey
Mountain National Park. The views there are wonderful, too. We spent a
little time in Gatlinburg and Pidgeon Forge. It was tough to get on the
Interstate after all that driving fun, but we wanted to visit some friends in
Nashville, TN and be back home by Sunday.

If you havendt been there, dondt put it off, it's the best driving you can
imagine. The Tail of the Dragon is the road that Miatas were made for. If
you really want to jump in, check out http://www.miata.net under events
for "Miatas at the Gap" in July. It's the unofpcial annual Miata gathering
that attracts anywhere from 200 to 400 cars every year. | bet Susie and |
will be there. It should be great.

AF Museum
Tour A High
Flying Event

IMC members braved the cold and dark and
headed over to Dayton to visit the world's larg-
est Military Aviation Museum on February 19th.
Unfortunately, tour leaders Rick and Sara became
navigational impaired and were driving in circles
until Mike Selvy and Bern Baca, zoomed to the
front of the pack, and led us to Wright Patterson
Air Force Base.

Once we arrived, members fanned out to in-
spect the yying machines up close. Some signed
up for the tour over to the R & D and Air Force
One hangers, some went to the IMAX theatre and
viewed a great movie on pghter pilot training, and
everyone saw planes, lots of planes.

Rick Booe, our VP and former Air Force crew
chief, showed some of us how to arm nuclear
bombs (always handy information) and which
planes that he worked on and was a crew chief for
(SR-71 and F-111).

Inside a B-29, Todd Johnson and Membership Director
Craig Johnson are the "Brothers in Arms"!

| . " — ‘:_ [

Photo by John Schaub






March 2005

Open Road 7

Mzgyw RT 1T Xtzym

kahnfg Xutsxtw tk ymj

s1~ Rnfyf Hizg

Looking for a Miata Support Vehicle?
Stop by and look at our full line of
Mazda vehicles. They all have the soul
of a certain sports car.

Hubler Mazda South

1274 US 31 South, Greenwood, IN 46134
Located 3 miles south of the Greenwood Park Mall

(317) 885-7379

Looking for
MazdaSpeed Parts?
They're exclusively at
Hubler Mazda South!

Hubler is Indy's only
MazdaSpeed dealership.

{lil $549 Installed!

$24395 installed|

I0% off Iabor, .rn'amtenance
and OEM Mazda Parts!

AIM is your one stop resource for Miata parts, accessories and service.
From recommended maintenance to complete race preparation, your

Iiata is in good hands with our factory-trained specialists who care
abum your car. Contact us to set H} appnintmentl

Club Classiyeds

For Sale: RB Exhaust - Racing Beat dual
exhaust, complete with gasket, will pt your
1999 to 2005 pve speed transmission Miata.
New $369 but will sell for $200 to the
prst buyer! Bernard Baca @ 317-255-5078
bbacaphd@sbcglobal.net

For Sale: Parting out 91 and 94 Miatas - tan
leather seats, tan top, big brake kit, and much

g. ‘ T — more. Located in Indy. Email "wants" to
' Rn!mrs ﬁ-ﬁn Need MOre POWET? minjguru7@yahoo.com
| 16tubo kits foM £ sa0e: Oris WindStop - In new condition,

only used a couple months. Mounting hard-
ware, storage case included. Installed style
bar, so can't use it. Fits all years, works great.
$150. Contact Roger Burrill from the club
website classiped section.

For Sale: 2001 Miata - 2001 Crystal Blue
$13,900. 41K miles, garaged, tan top and
leather interior. Toyo tires. Sport suspension,
Bose CD/cassette. For more details contact:
PatrCoyle@aol.com or 513-236-1433.




Speedway Tour - March 12
Cabin Fever Rally - March 26

O

(e,
March 12 - Speedway Tour
March 26 - Cabin Fever Rally

April 16 - Post Tax Blues Rally

May 14 - Bruce Heddon's Rally
May 28 - Indy 500 Mingle

June 3/5 - Tour de Boondocks
June 18 - USGP Mingle

July 9 - Frantic Funkanna
July 29/30 - Dancing In The Streets
July 29/30 - Miatas At The Gap

August 6 - Brickyard Mingle
August 20 - Rags To Riches Rally

September 11 - A "Sundae” Mingle November - Hidden Drives

September 24 - Owen County Tour
December - Holiday Party

October 22-23 - Madison Madness |1

T —
Happy diners at the February Club dinner.

Is This Your Last Issue Of The Open Road?

If the date on your mailing label is 12/31/04, that means it's time to renew! Your
letter carrier will not be bringing you any more issues to your mailbox unless you
renew. This is your last reminder. No more, nada, zip, nyet, nr, non, nein, n«o...well,
you get the idea. Renew now and don't miss any of the excitement in 2005!




