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The Ofþcial Newsletter of the Indy Miata Club

Back Roads....
by Roger Burrill, President

This months President’s message will be a story. We will call this story “The Perfect 
Miata Club Dayó in which in a period of less than 24 hours several signiþcant things hap-
pened within our club.

The day began as several other days in March with gray, gloomy skies. It seemed like it 
has either been raining or snowing for a solid week and was pretty cold outside. This was 
not exactly the type of weather that makes you jump in the Miata, drop the top and go drive 
around looking for fun roads. 

Around 11:30 that morning, I looked outside my window and noticed the sun was trying 
its best to part the clouds and brighten up the place a little bit. This little piece of sunshine for 
some reason prompted me to take a break from work and check my personal emails. There 
was a message in my inbox from our Vice President Jim Quearry saying that at 10:10am on 
March 20th, our club was ofþcially incorporated with the State of Indiana as a non-proþt 
organization. Our ofþcial name is now Indy Miata Club Inc. For those of you that have 
been following this saga, this is an important step for our club and actually serves a couple 
purposes. First, in this day and age of legal litigation where anyone can sue anybody over 
practically anything you can imagine, it provides a layer of protection for our membership 
and ofþcers from personal liability. Secondly, the incorporation By-Laws outline a purpose, 
structure, and guidance for current and future club members and ofþcers. Many thanks go to 
Jim for pushing this through the government bureaucracy. 

Now, on with the story. I again looked outside my around 3:00 and the sun had þnally bro-
ken through! I had just gotten off a three hour long conference call, so once again I checked 
my emails. There in my inbox was a message saying that Mazda would help sponsor our 
MMG event in September. We had submitted the proper forms several months ago and have 
been in a "wait and see" mode for quite some time, so this is great news. After rejoicing, I 
went back to work.

Then around 5:30, the sun had warmed things up and it was almost 60 degrees outside. I 
looked at my email once again and there was a message from Gary Collings saying that the 
Forever MX5 magazine had arrived and we were in it!

I ran out to the mailbox and there we were on the last couple pages. Our Covered Bridge 
Rally with Saraõs pictures and article, a really nice shot of Bob Wileyõs car òSkippyó parked 
in front of a covered bridge along with the back of PKsõ head(!), and a shot of Nancy and 
I handing out directions. On the next page, there was an article about the MMG rally. Our 
infamous Shane Benson (aka Mr. Boost) of AIM Tuning has a great four page article titled 
òBuilding the Perfect Beastó Our club made the þrst issue of the Forever MX5 magazine, 
which is a national publication! Now I ask you does it get any better than that? 

So that ends my story, the end of the perfect Indy Miata Club day. Many individuals have 
made signiþcant contributions and worked very hard for that day, and my many thanks go 
to all of them.

Until next month keep the sunny side up!



Hereõs a simple check that you can make under the hood of your Miata. Youõll 
need two 12mm open end wrenches to make the adjustment. This tip was ôstolenõ 
from the Miata.net garage web site. Our thanks to Gary Fischman for this tip.

A loose throttle cable will cause slow response when you mash on the gas pedal. 
Conversely, a cable thatõs too tight will not allow the car to drop to proper idle 
causing excessive fuel consumption. Fortunately, the throttle cable is one of the 
simplest adjustments under the hood of your Miata.

Start by locating the cable under the hood. It is on the right side of the engine 
compartment, bolted to the big aluminum intake manifold. The braided cable is 
the accelerator cable, or throttle cable. There are two nuts holding the cable to the 
bracket on the manifold. The nut toward the front is a lock nut. The nut at the rear 
is the deÿection adjustment nut.

Loosen the lock nut. Then turn the adjustment nut one way or the other until 
the deÿection in the middle of the cable is between 1 and 3 millimeters. When you 
have the deÿection where you want it, simply tighten the lock nut.

Go to this site for more info on checking the full-throttle cable tension:
http://www.miata.net/garage/throttle.html

The throttle cable on my 2000 Miata had about Ĵó loose play in it. I substituted 
a Crescent wrench for one of the wrenches. Be sure to check your idle speed set-
ting before making any changes. After adjusting the tension, check that the idle 
speed hasn’t been affected. 
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Dave's Miata Tip Of The Month
by Dave Besterman

Upcoming Events And News

Welcome New Members
Membership Director Mike Selvy reports that as of February 26, the club now 

has 120 dues paying members. We would like to welcome our newest members 
to the club: Bill & Virginia Kappner. We hope to meet them in person at a club 
event soon.

Rally season starts on April 12 with the Pre Tax Blues Rally. This event always 
draws a big crowd, so donõt miss the fun. Go to page 5 for all the details. Dave 
Besterman has planned a lot of fun for us!

Two events are on the schedule for May, our 500 mingle and Bob Wileyõs  rally 
òPot Luck Run to the Fallsó. Look for more details in next monthõs issue of the 
Open Road.

At the Board of Directorõs meeting on March 8, topics discussed were þnances, 
rallies, club merchandise, club banner, and the club website. A þnal vote was taken 
on the proposed bylaws and passed. A date for the next meeting was not set, check 
the news page on the club website for information concerning the next meeting 
date. 

As President Roger Burrill noted in his front page article, the club has become 
a non-proþt organization and is now ofþcially known as Indy Miata Club Incorpo-
rated. We, of course, will continue to know IMC as the coolest club in town. 




