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The Ofþcial Newsletter of the Indy Miata Club

Back Roads....
by Roger Burrill, President

Well it’s March and winter is supposedly almost over!!! 
I am not sure if the groundhog saw his shadow this year or not, but I'm sure will-

ing to cut him a deal to bring spring along a little faster. I donõt know about you, but 
I canõt wait to get the ragtop out of the garage for a nice sunny day. Letõs hope we 
get a couple of those days in March.  Itõs been a pretty strange winter with an almost 
60 degree day followed by 20 degrees within a couple hours and the usual tornados 
associated with that type of weather. Hey, thatõs Indiana for you.

I would like to thank everyone for coming out to the February 16th President's 
Luncheon. We had lots of good Italian food, fun conversation about the MMG and 
other upcoming events. As always there were lots of Miata things to talk about.      
After all, what else do you have to do on a Saturday, in February?

In case you hadnõt noticed, we ofþcially sold out the 2008 MMG event as of Sun-
day, February 24th. That is less than a month and simply amazing. We have repre-
sentation from 14 States and Canada.  Now the fun begins! If you have registered for 
the event and want to be involved in volunteering to make this the best MMG event 
ever, please contact Tom Lewis at events@indymiata.org through the Indy Miata 
Club web site. We're looking for a few, good volunteers.

There have been a few events added to our calendar for the year but I would love 
to have more people step up to do these. Our new Events Coordinator, Tom Lewis, 
will also be glad to work with you if you are interested in hosting one. He's written 
an article on how easy it is to host an event, so look inside for it. Remember, a event 
doesn’t need to be a rally, it can be as simple as an excuse to get a ice cream cone 
on a top down summer evening. Please check the club web site events page often 
(http://indymiata.org) for upcoming events. 

Our web site is a great way to check on the latest news, register for events, and in 
the forum section, ask questions or comment on things. Don't forget to use this valu-
able club resource!

On an ofþcial club business note, we will be having our next Board of Directors 
meeting on March 8th at 11:30 a.m. at the F. C. Tucker ofþce at 9279 N. Meridian. 
Board meetings are open to all our membership and I encourage you to attend if you 
have interest. We will be voting on the adoption of the new IMC By-Laws in this 
session and discussing other normal club business. A copy of the proposed by-laws 
may be downloaded from the club web site (http://indymiata.org).

Until next month, keep the shiny side up, and let’s think about bribing that ground-
hog not to see his shadow next year!!!
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Dave's Miata Tip Of The Month
by Dave Besterman

Is your transmission sounding too loud? This þx reportedly results in much im-
proved sound insulation. Go to your local craft store and get some 2" thick foam. 
Remove the center console and carefully cut the foam to þt inside the console, 
thereby padding it from the carpet. To remove the console you must remove þve 
screws:

Bottom of armrest/storage box area (2)
Front of console low on left and right sides near foot well (2)
Depending on model year: either under the ashtray or cup holder (1990-2000) 

or under the widow switches (2001 and later?) 

Meet Your Ofýcers For 2008

Welcome New Members
Membership Director Mike Selvy reports that as of February 26, the club now 

has 109 dues paying members. We would like to welcome our newest members 
to the club: Suzanne Causer and Mike and Joan Cline. We hope to meet them in 
person at a club event soon.

Our newest ofþcers of IMC introduce themselves this month. Meet Tom Lewis, 
Events Coordinator and Nancy Burrill, Secretary.

Tom introduces himself: I’ve been a member of the Indy Miata Club since pur-
chasing my 1995 M Edition in 2002. At that time, I bought the car as an inexpen-
sive means of transportation for my two daughters to use. As it turned out, neither 
of them could get the hang of a manual transmission. Many years later, they still 
canõt, thank goodness! The '95 M was totaled by a deer in 2006, but within two 
weeks I had found our current '96 M Edition in Augusta, GA, so Laura and I drove 
to Augusta to bring it home. Then, being the frustrated navigator and rarely the 
driver, Laura decided it was time to get her own Miata. Last October, an extremely 
well cared for 1996 Triple Black Miata joined the family. Now youõll understand 
why Laura and I sometimes drive separately to club events, neither of us wants to 
be the navigator!

As the clubõs þrst Events Coordinator, Iõm here to assist you in putting together 
YOUR event. Have an idea for a rally, a get-together, or any other kind of event? 
Let me know and Iõll help turn your idea into reality. My goal is to þll up the 
calendar with new affairs organized by members who have not previously hosted 
an event. Wouldnõt it be great to have something to choose from almost every 
weekend during the top-down season? Hosting an event really is a lot easier than 
you might imagine and we have plenty of experienced members who are more 
than willing to lend you a hand. So, get in touch with me as soon as possible to 
schedule your event and together we’ll make it happen!

Last, but not least, Secretary Nancy Burrill says:   Although I donõt drive a stick 
very well, I enjoy being a proud navigator for Roger when we are out and about 
in our 1996 M Edition Miata. It started out to be just something for us to do since 
we are now empty nesters. We have found it to be the most rewarding and relaxing 
thing we have ever done as a couple. We have been members for three years and 
since Roger is President this year, he needed someone to take notes at the board 
meetings. I had to be at the meeting anyway and was an easy target, so got voted 
into the ofþce! I am proud to say that I am the þrst ofþcial Secretary for the IMC.
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Steve and Kathy Crouse have been 
persuaded to head west in the Miata this 
coming spring. They have led several tours 
east, but this year they're heading south-
west and changing mountain ranges.

They're going to the Ozark Mountains 
instead of the Smokies, to check out 
backroads there, spend some fun time in 
Branson MO, and top off the week with 
the bunch of "Miatas at Eureka Springs". 
If you are interested in joining them during 
the week, we suggest you look into lodging 
reservations ASAP, because they might 
become scarce.

The tour departs Indy on Saturday 
morning, June 7, heading for Branson. 
You'll be staying at the Bradford Inn (www.
bradfordinn.us) outside Branson until the 
morning of June 12 when the group will 
move down to the Best Western in Eureka 
Springs (www.eurekabw.com). For more 
information about "Miatas At Eureka", see 
www.miatasateureka.com. This has been an 
annual get-together that will be a regional 
affair this year.

If you have questions, contact Steve 
Crouse through the Indy Miata Club email 
link (treasurer@indymiata.org).

Back Roads/Ozark
Spring Tour Is Set

We all have a favorite place to go on a lazy weekend. It might be a park for a picnic, a small town for some antique shopping, 
or even a favorite restaurant where they serve that unique dish. Why not share that favorite destination with the rest of us by 
turning it into a rally? Itõs a lot easier than you might think. Instead of taking the direct route, just take the long way there!

So, how do you start? First, pick your destination. It might be 10 miles away or it might be 50 miles, it really doesnõt matter, 
as long as the roads are scenic and a little bit twisty and you can get there and back while itõs still light outside. Then, get your 
self a good map. I recommend the Indiana state map booklet by the American Map Company (red cover, about 8.5 x 12 inches 

by Tom Lewis

Have A Favorite Attraction, Get-away Spot Or 
Restaurant?  Here's How To Turn It Into A Rally!

in size) ð I found mine at the Meijer Gas Station for about $12. This map divides 
the state into many pages, but what makes it stand out from the others is that it 
provides the names of virtually every road shown.

Pick a convenient starting point that will be easily accessible to everyone 
traveling to meet for the rally. Now sit down with your map and take a look at 
whatõs in between your starting and ending points. Based on what you see on the 
map, make a rough route of some of the interesting, “Miata-friendly” looking 
roads that could potentially link the two points. Now, itõs time for you and your 
favorite navigator and hit the road with a clip board, legal paper pad, several 
pencils and head to your starting point.

The important information you’ll need to gather is a running total of mileage 
and the street names on which weõll all be traveling. On your pad, list columns 
that show a rolling total of mileage (and optionally the mileage distance between 
each turn), and the names and description of the roads weõll be traveling on. Zero 
out your odometer at the exact point where we’ll start and GO! At each turn or 
change of direction, write down the odometer reading and then the name of the 
road. Include any descriptive information like landmarks, that òcross trafþc does 
not stopó (CTDNS), or òno street signó, etc. Also include warnings about rough 
roads, gravel, residential areas, etc., too. Donõt be afraid to go off the beaten path 
ð those are usually some of the best, most scenic and Miata-friendly roads! 

After discovering your rally route, type it up on a spreadsheet in a format 
that is easily read by a navigator that may be holding on for dear life from your 
passenger seat. Optionally, you may want to spice up your rally directions with 
a few questions or clues to be answered by participants and offer a prize for 
those who answer the most correctly, or make it a Poker Run with participants 
collecting playing cards along the route with prizes for the best hands given at 
the destination. Use your imagination ð whether itõs a Fun Run, Clue Rally or 
a Poker Run the end result is the same ð a great time sharing the enjoyment of 
driving our favorite sports car with other Miata Fanatics.

It seems that most of our rallies run a total of around 75 miles, with some as 
short as 40 miles to others that run well over 100 miles. Just make sure that you 
plan your route for those of us who have consumed a pot of coffee that morning 
and have one or two rest stops along the way!

OK, OK… so you say you’d like to host a rally but simply don’t have the time 
to map out a route. No problem! Just pick out a previously run route and weõll do 
it again! Just go to the Indy Miata Club web site at www.IndyMiata.org , click on 
the òNewsó tab and scroll down to the link titled òRally Forms Online!ó Thereõs 
several listed from past years with many more to be added in the near future. If 
you need some help in planning the event, email me at events@indymiata.org 
and I’ll be happy to lend a hand!

The important thing is to GET INVOLVED! If you need some help or 
suggestions, let your IMC Ofþcers know. There are plenty of open weekends to 
þll this Spring, Summer and Fall, so just pick one and letõs go for a drive!




