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Back Roads...

by Roger Burrill, President

Can you believe it? Fall is almost over and Thanksgiving is less than 30 days away. |
love the beautiful leaves and the cool evenings but it is a bitter reminder of what is to come
next&..SNOW. Did you see the news on the East Coast? OMG, | think it's too early for
snow, even in Buffalo! | think | am going to try a new vanity plate owintrsuxd. Every fall
I ask myself why the heck I live in Indiana when | can live further south and enjoy my
Miata top down all year around.

Over 900 pictures have been posted online from the MMG2008 event. There's a link to
the photos on the club web site plus links to other Miata club sites and attendees that have
posted photos from the event. A big thank you goes to Sara for all of the awesome 2008
MMG pictures on the web site. They were unbelievable!!!

The prst weekend in October Mike and Ann Selvy joined Nancy and me on a trip to
the Newport Hill Climb. It was quite interesting watching several makes and models of
vehicles being timed going up a hill. | expected the hill to be huge and was quite surprised
to see a hill about the size of one | rode my bicycle up when I was a small boy in Green-
castle. There were Model Tés, Model As, a lot of nice muscle cars, lots of good food and a
beautiful fall day. Since this was the same weekend we usually hosted our Covered Bridge
Rally, it hit the spot. Maybe next year we will consider a club rally to this event.

On October 18th, Nancy and | hosted our annual West Baden Rally. It began in Mar-
tinsville and wound through Brown County and ended up in French Lick. We picked this
date because it was our 28th wedding anniversary. We couldn{t think of a better way to
celebrate than to take along 20 of our favorite Miata friends! Unfortunately, once we got
to West Baden, one of the major investors had decided that they wanted to host a private
party for his employees. Our apologies for those of you that did not get to enjoy the West
Baden Hotel, but there was no warning that an event was scheduled. We did stop off at the
French Lick Casino and although most of were considered losers at this event. Ask Lisa
Lahrman how long it took her to win $100. We then traveled about 30 minutes away to
Jasper along with Dan and Lisa Lahrman and Tom Lewis and Laura Shilts. We ate at the
Schnitzelbank German restaurant in Jasper then ended the day with a toast of Champagne.
On Sunday we returned to the West Baden Hotel to pnd out that they had a private Beach
Boys concert the night before. It was interesting watching them take down a very profes-
sional concert setting in the rotunda of the hotel. It was a beautiful day as well and we had
a wonderful weekend. Look for pictures on the web site. Thanks to everyone for joining
us on a special day.

November 8th will be a Hidden Drives Rally (kinda?) hosted by Sara McBride. On
December 7th is the Christmas Party at the Old Spaghetti Factory. See inside and the club
web site for more information regarding both of these events. Be sure to sign up for these
last two events to round out an awesome 2008.

Until next month&..keep the shiny side up!
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November 2008
November/December Club Events

Ah... November! Cool days, very chilly nights and it's time for Hidden Drives!
Normally, Hidden Drives is a journey down into Brown County to Nashville. But
this year, we're heading North! Working on the theory that the third time is the charm,
we're going to run the Pre-Tax Blues Rally route. Dave Besterman put together a
pne route, but it was a pretty crummy day and not a whole lot of fun. It was agreed
that we should rerun the route in June. Remember last June? Mother Nature rained
on our parade with torrential rains, so the rally was cancelled. (Boo, hiss!)

So, join us on November 8 for the "Third Time Is The Charm Post Tax Pre Tax
Blues Rerun Hidden Drives Rally"! Our route will take us up and down hills, through
valleys, across river bottoms and yat farmland with twists and curves thrown in for
grins! After the drive, we'll gather at the MCL Cafeteria on West Sagamore Parkway
in West Lafayette to eat and talk about how much fun the we had.

Our starting point will be at the Tippecanoe Battlepeld Park in Battle Ground,
Indiana 10:30 am EST (9:30 am CST). Battle Ground is located north of Lafayette
at 1-65 exit #178. Take State Rd 43 north to State Road 225 and turn right and go
east to the town of Battleground. Turn right at the railroad tracks on to Railroad
Street. The Park is just down the road on your right. Gas up at the highway exit
if you need to. The Drivers Meeting will start at 10:50 AM with cars departing at
11:00 AM. We should arrive at the MCL Cafeteria in West Lafayette, for a casual
lunch around 1:00-1:30.

At this point in time, your rally master is considering a small fee (no more than
$2.00) so that a fabulous prize can be awarded for winning an unknown contest.

For those who want to caravan from Indy, we'll meet at the Hardees at Exit
130 off of 1-65 at 9:15 and heading north at 9:30 sharp! Northern IMC members,
remember, all times are Eastern, we're an hour ahead of you!

Please sign up on the events page of the club web site and cross your pngers
for a dry, sunny day!

Nancy Burrill reminds us that the IMC Holiday Party will be held at the Old
Spaghetti Factory, 210 S Meridian Street on December 7th. Dinner begins at 6:00
p.m. We encourage you to arrive around 5 p.m so you can enjoy cocktails or just
mingle with other IMC friends.

We are asking you to bring one gift per car for the gift exchange. As always, we
will be holding IMC ofpcer elections for 2009. If you wish to run for an ofpce next
year, please make President Roger Burrill aware so you are on the ballot.

Please be sure to sign up on our web site by December 4th so we can give the
restaurant a count of how many people to expect. Remember, your dinner is paid
for by the Indy Miata Club. The menu is Chicken Marsala or Lasagna, Salad, Veg-
etable and choice of (non-alcoholic) drink. Not bad for a $20 dues membership
for the year! See you there!

Welcome New Members!

by Mike Selvy

The club gained three members this month. Please welcome Carol & Fred
Terzo, owners of a silver 08; Fred & Roni Sisson, Monster Miata Owners from
Nashville, IN; and Don and Becky Hill, former members who renewed and
joined us for the West Baden tour.

This brings our total paid membership to 150.
In the October 2008 print issue of the Open Road, the

CO rreCtI O n caption of the photo on page 4 was incorrect. It should

have read "Jack and Carol Muirhead from the Gateway Miata Club chat with
Roger and Nancy Burrill after registering." We apologize for the error.







